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Fundamcntals o[ Pcriodic Markcl Placcs and

Nctrvorks by B. G. Tamskar ('fhe grand old
man o[ wcckly Markcts in lndia) is the distil-
latc ol four dccades ol'painstaking resoarch.

Targcted at thc Uninitiated l'rcshmen, thc hook
is cast in the mould ol a primer.

The contcnts, sprcad urrer sixteen shclrt sec-

tions arc made up of thc earlier (publishcd)
r.l,orks ol' thc author, stnlnq togcthcr u,ith
additional matorial llascd on cmpirical tlbscr-
vations made l'lv the authtlr l'rom tinre to timc.
Thc orqanisation ol'thc chapters is madc rvith
A vicrv to providine thc readcr rvith glimpse ol
thc wholc gamut o[ attritrutcs rclated to thc

pcriodic marketing systern in gcncral.

Within thc compaci sizc ol' Lhc book, the

autl.ror has managcd to air a numbcr of ctlre
issues related to pcriodic: markcts, namely the

economic: lunctions ol rveckly ntarkcts, thcir
spa tio-temporal spac ine patteIns, b uyccr scl lcr
bchaviour, morphologv and liicrarchy ol
wockiy nrarkcts and rurai - urban inLcraction ol'
such institutions. Thc iclea cli'markct attrirc-
tivcness as perccived by the buyer and the

etficiency ol'the markct in thc eyes of the scllcr

havc been computed lry 'l'antaskar using a

simple indircct mcasurc which could hc ol
somc utility. The book has a rich bihlioeraphy
and thc simple cxerciscs and suEgcstions lor
llrther sturly inlroduccd at thc cnd ol'cach
chapter is bound to stimulatc thc student in his
quest tbr lurthcr intbrmation.

ln an ovcrvielv and acceding tu thc
author'srcqucs tinthe (las t ltara ) o l' the prel'ace.

inviting constructivc crilicism. thc rcvicwcr
h;rs venturcd to plcarl that in rhc luither udi-
tions, thc authr-rr could e mploy it m()rc casily
assimilablc litcrary stvlc. So th;rt it rnay be
easily c:omprehcnsiblc cvcn tr) lhosc ol'lcsser
intcllcct. Similarly, tlrr-r aulhclf'F;, cxccssive
conccrn to present in a nutshell, thc multidi-
mcnsional lircts o[' u,cckly markels hirs at
times sivc us a hewildcring ntcdlcy r:l'view
points. The book posscssos thc mcrit ol'touch-
ing upon nearly all core arcas ()l'wer:kly mar-
ke tinqactivitir. Which m:rkes ita use['ul readcr
lor studcnts cmbarking on scrious study ol
periodic markeLs.
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Two dec:ades alter thc p ubl ica tio n o I Dr. Prami la

Kunttrr's Maclhva Pradcsh - Ek Bhougolik
Adlq,ul,ttrt in Hincii, hcrc is anr-rthcr book on
Madhya Pradc,sh, titlcd as Ccrntral Inciia. 'Why
this changc' is ncltat all clcar, as all through thc
book thc author talks o1' M.P. and strictly
conlincs himscll- to thc Statc. without cvcn
rcm() tel y look ing bcyo nd i Ls btlrdc rs, tha t cou ld
lcnd srlme meaning and crcdibility to thc titlc.

Running inkr ovcr 3(X) patcs, thc book is, as

thc sLrb-titlc suggcsts irll al'rout thc rcsources
and dcvclopmcnt ol'Mrrdhya Pradesh. And
onc rvould bc sorclv disappointccl il one is
looking lirr a compositc lirndscapc picture ol'
Chattisearh, Bhaglielkhand or Mahakoshal.
Written in un unconvcnl.ional stylo. it starts
with a discnssion ol'the mcaninq and conccpt
ot'dcvclopmcnt l'ollurvcd by thc cvrrh,ing tcr-
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componcntrcgions. and dcoply conccr;ed with
thc futurc cconclmic tleve lopmcnt o1'the State,
but sadly ncglccis tlie contemporary physical
iind Cultural lahdscapes. What has cmcrged in
thc process is a hook ihat is ric,h in tacls, yct
tehds t() be stcrlle in idcirs ilfld interprctative
vicwprlilrts.

An itrfbrrnativc textand a goorl introduction to
Matlhya Pradesh,

K. R. Di.rit

tural lirctors which inllucncc thc layout and
construction ol'thc houscs. lri thc ncxt threc
chaptcrs detailed analysis oI trib:rl, non-tribal
and multi-tirlk houscs bascd on primary sur-
vey (through qucstionnaircs and thc authclr's
own pcccptionand ohscrvations) is made. Thc
authrtr irt conclusion lcels that the cultural
Iuctors arc more porvcr[ul than physicaI tac-
tors in dctcrmining thc variatjons in htrusc
types, a crontention hc has cnntradicted many
a timc in the text. What is emphasized in the
tcxt is the simplicity and traditionality of lblk
dwcllings as also thcir rclation in thc ecologi-
cal context. Untortunatcl),. thc maps. platcs
and the figurcs havc lost clarity in rcduction.
Thc author mav rcmedy this shortctlming in
thc ncxt edition. Thc book is dcl'initely a

wclcomc additbn trl thc: sparsc litcraturc on
lblk houscs.

-lut,unula Dklelee

ritorial organizatiorr ol the State in a histttrical
pcispectivc, with il short chapter on lhe city of
Bhopal. Thert lbllow the disctissirlh dl re-

sourccs and their dcvelopmeitt (rtlrtural fe-
sourL'.cs, powcr resources, Narmada i,alleY
pro.lects, Agflculture, ltrod, industrial devel-
opmcnt, Populatitln, tfflnsport and tourisfn,
icvels oIdevclopmcht, plnnning and devciop-
mcnt and summary and r-ollclusiort) rvith a

bitrliography and 0l index,

ln writing this hook. Singir is itcutely alirrc to
thc past glory ol' Mldhya Pradesh lnd its

Th is book lirl lorvs tltc trcnd o I thc stud y, o l' lirl k
housc types as thc central theme in Cultural
Geography, cspeciaIly among lndian Geogra-
phers. The author, timc ancl again, stresscs thc
importance ol lblk houses irs the most obvious
and visible aspccts in undcrstanding thc dis-
tinctive cultural landscalres. He has conlined
his study to the lower Chambal Rcgion and
idcntilicd ninc house types which ho turther
pr.lts undcr thrce broad catcgories. Thc book is
organised inttl six chapters. The introductory
chaptcr tamiliarizes thc rcader u,ith thc thcmc
and also thc: study area, eivine a bricl revicw
of thc literature pcrtaining to thc study, th(j
scopc, mcthodology and hypothcsis cncling
rvith the tvprllogy ttl krlk houscs in the rcsion.
Thc second chapter dcals with the dift'erent
clemcnts ol'lblk dwcllines likc thc marcrial
uscd tirr construction irnd thc lavout ol thc
individual units. Thc author he re drvelis ulton
various phvsical, ecographical. social ancl cul-
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